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ORDINANCE 2014-209
AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING AN HONORARY STREET DESIGNATION FOR WALTER H. MATTHEWS ON A SEGMENT OF BLOSSOM ROAD EXTENDING FROM EDGEWOOD AVENUE TO LIPPIA ROAD IN JACKSONVILLE; PROVIDING FOR THE INSTALLATION OF TWO HONORARY ROADWAY MARKERS TO BE LOCATED IN AN APPROPRIATE LOCATION ON THE DESIGNATED ROADWAY IN COUNCIL DISTRICT 10; HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY OF WALTER H. MATTHEWS, AND RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF WALTER H. MATTHEWS; PROVIDING FOR CONFORMANCE WITH PART I (GENERAL PROVISIONS) OF CHAPTER 745, ORDINANCE CODE (ADDRESSING AND STREET NAMING REGULATIONS); DIRECTING LEGISLATIVE SERVICES TO FORWARD THE ORDINANCE TO THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
WHEREAS, born in Jacksonville, Florida, Walter H. Matthews graduated from high school in 1957, and afterwards, attended Edward Waters College in 1959 where he was a member of the football team before suffering an ankle injury;
WHEREAS, among a host of work activities, Walter H. Matthews fought as an amateur boxer, served as a lifeguard and park ranger for the city of Little Talbot Island, and also worked, briefly, for the United States Postal Service; and 

WHEREAS, in 1959, Walter H. Matthews, started a construction business named the W. H. Matthews Construction Company located at 108 Lane Avenue South, which employed a diverse staff of masonry and construction workers; and
WHEREAS, as a result of his successful business, Walter H. Matthews became the first African American contractor to receive a contractor’s license and bond from the city of Jacksonville; and 

WHEREAS, the former Mayor Hans Tanzler recognized Matthews’ work product, and awarded his company the bid to construct a new Fire Station no. 36 at the corner of Blossom Drive and Lippia Road; and
WHEREAS, the W.H. Matthews Company participated in several Home and Patio Show exhibits at the Coliseum drawing thousands of attendees. He also constructed a funeral home and several apartment units in Miami, Florida; and
WHEREAS, in 1972, Walter H. Matthews received the National President of the Minority Contractors Association Award; and

WHEREAS, in that same year, Mr. Matthews purchased his first airplane, and became a member of the Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association; and

WHEREAS; tragically, his beloved airplane named “Mooney Mark 20”, crashed with Matthews, and another passenger, in Milan, Georgia while he was en route to a meeting in Birmingham, Alabama.  He was 33; and
WHEREAS, a private donor has provided funding to cover the costs of the roadway markers approved herein; and

WHEREAS, the Council finds that the accomplishments of Walter H. Matthews are worthy and deserving of a form of recognition that the City of Jacksonville and Walter H. Matthews’ family, friends and colleagues can share and celebrate in; to wit: the creation of an honorary street designation and the installation of appropriate honorary roadway markers on Blossom Road, such designation to extend between Edgewood Avenue and Lippia Road in Council District 10; and
WHEREAS, the provisions of Section 745.105 (h), Ordinance Code, have been complied with in all respects; now therefore

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:

Section 1.

Portion of Blossom Road designation for Walther H. Matthews.  A segment of Blossom Road between Lippia Road and Edgewood Avenue in Council District 10, shall hereby be honorarily designated as contemplated by Section 745.105 (h), Ordinance Code, for Walter H. Matthews.  A map of the designation is attached hereto as Exhibit 1.

Section 2.

Honorary Roadside Markers for Walter H. Matthews to be installed.  Two honorary roadway memorial markers, as contemplated by Section 745.105 (h), Ordinance Code, recognizing and honoring Walter H. Matthews, shall be placed on Blossom Road in an appropriate location between Edgewood Avenue and Lippia Road.

Section 3.

Directing Legislative Services to forward a copy to the Planning and Development Department.  The Chief of Legislative Services is requested to send a copy of this legislation, once enacted, to the Planning and Development Department, Addressing Unit, for processing, implementation, and coordination with the Public Works Department, Traffic Engineering Division and other affected agencies and organizations.

Section 4.

Effective Date.

This Ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:
__/s/ Cherry A. Shaw

Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Cherry A. Shaw
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